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NGC Hires Keith Zaner to Serve 
as Price Guide Analyst 

Posted on 6/11/2013 

Keith will serve as pricing analyst for NGC's popular online value guides. 

SARASOTA, Fla. (June 11, 2013) - Numismatic Guaranty Corporation® (NGC®) 
has hired Keith Zaner to serve as a pricing analyst for its popular online coin value 
guides, including the NGC US Coin Price Guide. Zaner brings decades of 
experience as a pricing analyst for several major numismatic publications. 

Most recently, Zaner worked for Whitman Publishing in Atlanta, Georgia, where he 
compiled valuations data for A Guide Book of United States Coins (the “Red 
Book”) and other publications. Prior to his work at Whitman, Zaner was a 
valuations editor from 1997 to 2008 at Greysheet, the Coin Dealer Newsletter, 
and the Greensheet, the Currency Dealer Newsletter. Earlier, Zaner worked as 
pricing analyst for the Coin World “Trends” value guide from 1982 to 1997. 

Zaner will update values for the NGC US Coin Price Guide based on actual, 
documented transactions provided to NGC by a number of sources throughout the 
numismatic community. He will also serve as a liaison between NGC and its 
collector and dealer members on price guide matters. 

“Keith’s experience and detailed knowledge of the rare coin market made him the 
ideal candidate for this position,” comments Mark Salzberg, chairman of NGC. 
“The addition of Keith will allow NGC to enhance its extensive suite of online price 
guide and research tools.” 

“I am very excited to join NGC and help further its commitment to provide the best 
services to collectors and dealers,” says Zaner. “The price guides are key features 
of the NGC website and my focus will be to provide the most accurate coin values 
available anywhere.” 
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NGC Hires Irma Kane as New 
West Coast Account 
Representative 

Posted on 7/8/2013 

Irma Kane joins NGC as an account representative, primarily working with NGC 
Authorized Dealers on the West Coast. 

SARASOTA, Fla. (July 8, 2013) — Numismatic Guaranty Corporation® (NGC®) 
has hired longtime industry consultant Irma Kane to serve as an Account 
Representative. Kane will primarily work with NGC Authorized Dealers on the 
West Coast to facilitate submissions and increase awareness of NGC’s bulk 
grading services. 

A fixture at coin shows for more than 35 years, Kane brings extensive knowledge 
and industry connections to NGC. She began her numismatic career with dealer 
Fred Weinberg and would later work as director of operations for the Treasures of 
Mandalay Bay Money Museum in Las Vegas. Most recently, Kane worked as the 
customer service manager for Teletrade, the online certified coin auction house. 

Kane is well regarded for her professional and courteous customer relations. She 
has worked with many of the nation’s largest coin dealers as well as a number of 
collectors. “I am excited to travel across the country to show dealers the many 
benefits of NGC certification,” says Kane. “I look forward to meeting new dealers 
and working with those who I have known for many years.” 

“We are very pleased that Irma is bringing her 35 years of experience to NGC,” 
adds Mark Salzberg, chairman of NGC. “The addition of Irma will help NGC to 
better serve its dealers on the West Coast.” 
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Error Coins: Canadian 2013 
Bald Eagle Silver $20 Coin 

Posted on 7/17/2013 


This Canadian 2013 Baid Eagie $20 coin was struck without the edge iettering. 

The 2013 American Bald Eagle Silver $20 proof coin is the third issue in the Royal 
Canadian Mint’s Canadian Wildlife Exploration series. Struck in .9999 fine silver 
with a mintage limit of just 7,500 pieces, the coins quickly sold out at the Mint. 
NGC has graded more than 1,600 of these pieces, but one example stood out 
because it was missing the standard edge letting. 

All of the Canadian 2013 American Bald Eagle 20 dollar coins are supposed to 
feature “1 OZ FINE SILVER 1 OZ ARGENT PUR” on the edge to indicate their 
weight and composition. This coin, however, was struck without the edge lettering. 
An error of this nature is quite uncommon, especially for a low mintage modern 
commemorative coin. 



Canada 2013 Bald Eagle Silver $20 Coin 
Left: With edge lettering Right: Without edge lettering 
Click images to enlarge. 


NGC has graded this coin PF 68 Ultra Cameo with the “Mint Error” designation 
and a description “No Edge Lettering.” Reminiscent of the famous missing edge 





lettering US Presidential dollars, it’s a great example of a sharp-eyed collector 
spotting something out of the ordinary. 



Canada 2013 Bald Eagle Silver $20 Coin 
Click images to enlarge. 



20 13 CANADA BALD tAClfi S$2d 
LARLY RELEASES 
NO EDGE LETTERING 

MINT ERROR PF 68 ULTRA Cameo i 

278063 J-OOi I 
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Canada 2013 Bald Eagle Silver $20 Coin 
Click images to enlarge. 
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NGC to Show Tacasyl Collection 
at World’s Fair of Money 

Posted on 7/16/2013 


NGC will display the one-of-a-kind Tacasyl Collection at the ANA World's Fair of 
Money in Chicago. 

The Tacasyl Collection of Magnificent United States Proof Gold Coins represents 
a nearly complete type set of every major US gold design issued in Proof between 
1836 and 1915. Every coin is either the finest known example or one of the finest 
of its type. 



1880 Stella Coiled Hair NGC PF 67 Cameo 


This unique collection will be displayed at the NGC booth during the ANA World’s 
Fair of Money in Rosemont, Illinois, from Tuesday, August 13 through Friday, 
August 16. 







1891 Double Eagle NGC PF 68^ Ultra Cameo 


The entire set is graded by NGC and will be sold at auction by Bonhams on 
September 23, 2013, in Los Angeles. The World’s Fair of Money will be one of the 
last opportunities to view the coins as a collection. View NGC’s Tacasyl image 
gallery > 
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NGC Grading On-site in Chicago 

Posted on 7/19/2013 


NGC will offer on-site grading and encapsulation of US coins at the ANA World's 
Fair of Money. 

NGC will offer on-site grading and encapsulation of US coins* at the ANA World's 
Fair of Money , in Rosemont, IL on Tuesday, August 13 to Friday, August 16, 
2013 at 12:00 pm. NGC will be at booth 500. Please check with NGC Customer 
Service for submission cut-off times. 


Please read below for complete details on the services offered during the show. 

NGC will be offering NGC Details Grading for coins that exhibit detrimental 
surface conditions. This service is provided automatically and at no additional 
charge for all on-site grading submissions. Submitters can request to opt out of 
this service if they prefer to have such coins returned ungraded. 

All coins certified or reholdered by NGC at shows receive the Scratch-Resistant 
EdgeView® Holder. 

On-Site Services include : 


Silver Dollar Tier 

$30 per coin 

Morgan and Peace Dollars valued at $500 and under (5- 

coin minimum). 


Coins must be in flips. 



Gold Special $50 per coin 

Gold coins valued at $3,000 and under (5-coin minimum). 


Value WalkThrough 

$65 per coin 

Coins valued at $1,500 and under. 



WalkThrough 

$100 per coin 

Coins valued from $1,501 to $100,000. 












Expedite WalkThrough $150 per coin 

Guaranteed four-hour turnaround, coins valued at 
$100,000 and under. 

Coins are returned within four hours or regular show 
pricing applies. 



Unlimited Value WalkThrough $500 per coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued above $500,000. 


Show ReHolder $15 per coin 

A coin in a scratched, chipped or older-generation NGC 
holder is placed in a new Scratch-Resistant EdgeView 
Holder. 


NCS Crossover $10 per coin 

A coin in an NCS holder is NGC Details Graded. 


Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

Most coins submitted for on-site grading are returned within 24 to 48 hours, 
except for expedited services, which are completed within four hours. 

NGC Show Representatives will also be accepting submissions for all service 
levels to be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. These include World services. 
Ancient Coin Services, Early Bird, Economy, Bulk, Special Designations, PHOTO 
PROOF® and more! 

Special Note: 

• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 
returned to the NGC offices: Coins over 3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" 
(10 mm) in depth. West Point 2-coin set, San Francisco 2-coin Proof set. 
Coin & Currency sets, 25th Anniversary Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, 
Early Releases, American Liberty Series and 10th Anniversary Platinum 
Sets. These submissions must be sent directly to Sarasota, FL, by the 
submitter. 

• The $5 Crossover special does not apply for on-site grading. 


Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 






Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 

*Does not include 5-ounce coins. 

NGC is the official grading service of the ANA and ANA World's Fair of Money 
Show sponsor. 
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Expert to Consult at NGC Booth 


Posted on 7/19/2013 

Renowned numismatist Mark Salzberg will offer free consultations to collectors at 
the NGC tables during the World's Fair of Money in Chicago. 

The consultations will be one-on-one and will provide an opportunity to gain 
unique insight into a coin's grade and surface condition by having up to three 
examined by this leading numismatist. These evaluations are completely free, but 
space is very limited and we recommend that collectors come early to the NGC 
booth to reserve space in line (note date and time below). 


Mark Salzberg 



Thursday, August 15, 
2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 


Friday, August 16, 
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. 


Even just a few 


minutes with Mark Salzberg can change a collector’s 
perception of what factors are important in determining 
a coin’s grade and what makes a coin special. The 
legendary coin grader and chairman of NGC is the 
industry’s leading authority on professional coin 
certification, having personally graded nearly every 
significant collection and rarity to come to market in the 
past two decades. 

By examining your coins, he’ll help you understand why 
and how a coin’s grade is determined. He can explain 
why a grade already assigned to a coin is correct (or 








not!) or why a particular coin might be ineligible for 
certification. The goal of these consultations is to 
highlight what’s most important about grading the series 
that you collect, to help you build the best collection 
possible. 


Consultations are offered on a first-come, first-served basis. Since time is limited, 
NGC requests that you have three coins pre-selected and ready for examination. 
Coins to be evaluated may be raw (uncertified) or certified and encapsulated. 
Please visit the NGC booth during the ANA World's Fair of Money show in 
Rosemont with questions about these consultations and other services offered 
during the convention. 
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NGC Ancients: An Ancient 
Overstrike 


Posted on 7/19/2013 

This month, NGC Ancients highiights a siiver stater of Loch Epizephyrii. 

The method of production ensures that every ancient coin is technically unique. 
Since each coin was hand struck, there is a certain amount of tolerance for coins 
being struck off-center, exhibiting die shifts, or double strikes. Planchet flaws and 
die cracks are to be expected as well. Additionally, it was a reasonably common 
(and pragmatic) practice to withdraw coins from circulation and to use them as the 
planchets for new issues, often leaving remnants of the “undertype” still visible to 
the naked eye. Unsurprisingly, collectors of ancient coins don’t usually think of 
such pieces as being “error” coins, but merely products of their time and place. 

Recently, NGC Ancients graded and encapsulated a silver stater of Loch 
Epizephyrii, a city in Bruttium in Southern Italy, that was struck late 4th-early 3rd 
Centuries B.C. Its strike characteristics are of such interest that it stands out even 
amongst its imperfectly manufactured brethren. 



Silver Stater of Locri Epizephyrii 
Click image to enlarge. 


On the surface, this is a perfectly pleasant coin featuring Zeus on the obverse and 
an eagle clutching a hare on the reverse, a characteristic design type for the 






series. However, if one examines the reverse closely, it becomes apparent that 
there is the shadow of a Corinthian stater intermingling among these design 
elements! The ridge of raised metal before the eagle’s head is all that remains of 
the head of Athena, a standard feature of Corinthian-style staters, but it is enough 
to conclusively identify this undertype. Corinthian-style staters were issued at 
more than 20 mints in Greece, Italy and Sicily, and based on the scant details that 
remain on this specimen, there is no way to determine the specific mint of the host 
coin. 

To provide a bit of a historical context for this coin, the city of Locri Epizephyrii did 
not strike coinage before the 4th Century BC. The reason for this remains a 
mystery, especially since several of its lesser neighbors issued large series of 
coinage during the Archaic and early Classical periods. Robinson proposed that 
the city's coinage needs were possibly met by nearby Caulonia, a city with an 
inexplicably large output for its size. Beyond basic classification, little more is 
understood at present about the coinage of Locri. However, various inscriptions 
dating to c.350-250 B.C. suggest that by the time Locri was issuing coins, the 
sanctuary of Zeus was functioning as the city's principal credit institution by 
issuing loans that were essentially sacred revenues transferred to public funds. 
Thus, it is not surprising that Zeus or his associated symbols would have 
dominated the major coin types of this city. 
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Counterfeit Detection: Genuine 
1878-CC Double Eagle with 
Unusual Diagnostics 


Posted on 7/22/2013 

One particularly unusual diagnostic Is called a “die gouge”- a sometimes large, 
errant raised line that is not part of a coin’s design. 

Collectors and dealers will occasionally encounter coins with characteristics that 
may make them do a double-take. One particularly unusual diagnostic is called a 
“die gouge” - a sometimes large, errant raised line that is not part of a coin’s 
design. While die gouges can resemble the tool marks seen on some fakes, they 
are no reason to think that a coin is counterfeit. 

In the 19th century and earlier, many coining dies were finished by hand. The 
mintmark and digits in the date were hand-punched, the design elements could be 
refined and the die would be polished. This created differences within coins of the 
same date, and these varieties are now popular with many collectors. 



Genuine 1878-CC Double Eagle 
Click images to enlarge. 


If an engraver slipped while finishing a die, the engraving tool could cut - or 
“gouge” - the die. The tool would leave a recessed line on the die, which would 





then be seen as a raised line on the struck coin. Since die gouges are incuse, it 
was not possible to grind them away and, rather than scrap the die, it would be 
put into use to strike coins. 

An 1878-CC Double Eagle with some particularly dramatic die gouges was 
recently graded by NGC. All of the die gouges appear on the reverse near the 
denticles, and a few bisect the peripheral legends. For example, two large die 
gouges are seen around the D in DOLLARS. Other significant die gouges are 
located by the Ts in TWENTY and the LLARS in DOLLARS. 





Genuine 1878-CC Double Eagle - Die Gouges 
Click images to enlarge. 

Although these raised lines are unusual, they are no cause for alarm. This coin is 
unquestionably genuine with boldly defined design elements and moderate luster 
in the fields. Other 1878-CC twenties exhibit these die gouges, as do many coin 








types from this time period. While they may seem out of the ordinary, they are 
simply a by-product of the way many vintage coins were produced. 
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USA Coin Album: Transitional 
Pairs - Part Five 


Posted on 7/16/2013 

David's study of transitional pairs, coins of the same denomination and date 
struck with different designs, shifts this month to 20th-century issues. The first 40 
years of the past century were rich in overlapping coin types, including some of 
the most popular designs sought by collectors. 

At the age of 70, Christian Gobrecht’s once-acclaimed 
but now antiquated bust of Liberty wearing a tiara or 
coronet, a staple on the nation’s gold coins since 1838, 
had become an embarrassment to aesthetes and to the 
Mint itself. The same could be said of James B. 

Longacre’s Liberty Head double eagle coined since 
1850. Impressed with Augustus Saint-Gaudens’ 
submission for his inaugural medal of 1905, President 
Theodore Roosevelt persuaded the great sculptor to 
prepare coin designs for the four gold issues. This work 
commenced in 1905, but it would not be realized until 
two years later, following various pattern and trial strikes. 

Late in 1907 numismatists were finally treated to finished products. The eagle, or 
ten-dollar piece, featured a bust of Liberty adorned in a Native American 
headdress, and this was paired with an eagle perched atop a bundle of arrows 
intertwined with an olive branch. The new double eagle displayed a full figure of 
Liberty striding toward the viewer, while its reverse featured an eagle in flight that 
recalled the cent of 1857-58, that coin being a particular favorite of the artist. 

While both were minted in fairly large numbers in that year’s closing months, this 
production was preceded by much greater numbers of the old Coronet Liberty 
pieces. The mints at Philadelphia, Denver and San Francisco each participated in 
coining the retiring designs, but dies for the new types were not ready in time for 










the western mints. All of these coins are readily obtainable in most grades, only 
the 1907-S Coronet Liberty eagle being scarce in choice condition. 

It was anticipated that Augustus Saint-Gaudens would also create new designs 
for the quarter eagle and half eagle, but he died in the summer of 1907 before 
models were prepared. This commission was then awarded to Boston sculptor 
Bela Lyon Pratt, who modeled the new coins in a distinctive, sunken relief 
reminiscent of ancient Egypt. The devices and legends were set below the level of 
the field, the latter bearing the burden of wear on these entirely rimless coins. 

Both denominations shared a common design, only the expression of value 
differing. A realistic bust of a male Native American on the obverse was paired 
with a perched eagle on the reverse, the eagle figure being little more than a 
miniature of that on the ten-dollar coin. 

The two new issues were not minted until well into 1908. Since the quarter eagle 
was a coin struck primarily for supplying holiday gift-givers during the final month 
or two of each year, no Coronet pieces were struck with that date. The half eagle, 
however, was a coin that could not wait, and Philadelphia minted nearly half a 
million pieces of the old type before the new dies were ready. That same mint was 
the sole provider of Indian Head quarter eagles in 1908, but Denver and San 
Francisco also joined in the production of the new half eagles. The 1908-S issue 
is the only scarce coin among these various entries, so collectors will have no 
trouble finding suitable examples of the two half eagle types for that year. 

President Roosevelt was so pleased with the four new gold coins that he also 
commissioned sculptor Victor David Brenner to create a new type of one-cent 
piece. This was to be based on the portrait of Abraham Lincoln that Brenner had 
already devised for several plaques and medals. The object was to honor Lincoln 
on the centennial of his birth in 1909, though the coins would not be ready in time 
for the exact date of February 12. 

The obverse of the new cent, which bore the Lincoln bust, was ready early in 
1909, but the coin’s reverse proved to be more problematic. Brenner initially 
submitted a design that was quite derivative of the striding sower found on 
contemporary French coins, and this was rejected by the Treasury Department. 

He ultimately replaced this model with one featuring a stylized pair of heraldic 
wheat heads, and this was accepted once the artist had removed his name 
“Brenner” from the model. He simplified this to read just V.D.B., and production of 
the new cent commenced in June for an August release. 

Earlier in the year, cents of the old Indian Head Liberty type were coined at both 
Philadelphia and San Francisco, the latter producing only 309,000 pieces. The 



same two mints struck the new Lincoln cents in two varieties (the designer’s 
initials V.D.B. were protested by the press and public and were quickly removed). 
This makes for a total of six major varieties of 1909 cents, and none are truly rare. 
The 1909-S Indian cent is the toughest to locate across all grades, but it has long 
been overshadowed by the vastly more popular 1909-S V.D.B. Lincoln cent. For 
the purpose of assembling a transitional pair, most collectors will simply obtain 
examples of the 1909 Philadelphia cents of both types, though one could easily 
add the second variety of Lincoln cent lacking the designer’s initials. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly in the 
Numismatist, the otficlal publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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World Coins: Gold and Silver 
Panda Party 

Posted by Peter Anthony on 7/17/2013 


The 1991 10,000 Yuan Gold Panda weighs 5,000 grams and is the elephant of 
the series. 


Chinese anniversaries are celebrated with gifts meant to renew love and 
relationships. Sometimes the gifts are made of gold or silver. That’s how the 
China Mint chose to renew its vows with Panda collectors in 1991. It gave them 
some extraordinary commemorative coins and medals on the series’ 10th 
birthday. 

To mark the occasion the Mint issued the biggest Panda of all time: a 10,000 Yuan 
Gold Panda that weighs 5 kg or 11 pounds. It measures 150 mm, or roughly 6 
inches across, about the size of a salad plate. With a mintage you can count on 
your fingers, its rarity is only exceeded by its impressiveness. The coin has one of 
the most beautiful designs of any Panda. It features a central circle that shows a 
bruin on a bamboo stalk. That inner circle is surrounded by the designs of the 
previous ten years. 



China 10,000 Yuan Gold Panda 


A 5 kilo bag of groceries may seem like nothing to lift but if those 5 kilos are all 
gold (worth around $200,000) that bag might feel a bit heftier. And if those 5 kilos 






are in one coin made of pure, soft gold that has sold for as much as $1.6 million at 
auction it might feel heavier still. At least that’s how it seemed to me one day as I 
held one of these beauties. I was both dazzled and worried. What if it drops and 
picks up a rim ding? 

The 1991 10,000 Yuan Gold Panda weighs 5,000 grams and is the elephant of 
the series. Held side by side, the 1991 3 Yuan Gold Panda is but a wee mouse. 
This charming coin is just 10 mm in diameter and weighs only 1 gram. It was 
originally distributed by PandaAmerica as part of a four-coin set of 
commemorative coins and medals in a beautiful wood box. The set included the 3 
Yuan coin, a 2 oz. silver coin, a silver anniversary medal and a gold plated 
anniversary medal. The one-gram Panda was also available separately as part of 
a mailer called a “PandaGram.” While this coin may be a lightweight in some 
regards it’s worthy of respect. It is scarce in general and more so in higher grades. 
Just a single MS 70 and 38 MS 69s are listed in the NGC Census so far. The truth 
is that it’s a bit of a challenge to find a decent example at all as quite a few ended 
up in jewelry. 

There are two other very special coins that were minted for the 1991 anniversary; 
they are piedforts, or double the standard thickness. One is a 2 oz. silver with a 
face value of 10 Yuan and the other is a 1 oz. gold that has a diameter of 27 mm 
(compared to 32 mm for a standard 1 oz. Gold Panda) and a 50 Yuan 
denomination. These two are the only Panda piedforts ever issued and have 
always been prized by collectors. Besides a low mintage of 2,500, the gold 
piedfort is also scarce in high grades; only a quarter of the coins graded so far are 
Proof 69s. 

From largest to smallest and thickest to thinnest the 1991 Panda Anniversary 
coins stand out in any Panda collection. They offer the potential for both fun and 
profit, which is something we can celebrate any time. 

Peter Anthony is an expert on Chinese modern coins with a particuiar focus on 
Panda coins. He as an anaiyst for the NGC Chinese Modern Coin Price Guide as 
well as a consultant on Chinese modern coins. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1859 
Copper Pattern Half Dollar J- 
240, P-296 

Posted on 7/16/2013 

Pattern coins are struck as needed to illustrate a proposed new denomination, 
design or metallic composition. While formerly sold openly by the United States 
Mint, these coins are now routinely destroyed once their original purpose has 
been served. 

Most surviving US Mint patterns date from the 19th Century. 



The ambitious Mint Director, James R. Snowden, anticipated a sweeping redesign 
of the silver coinage in 1859, and this fine pattern resulted from his program. It 
features a bust of Liberty that has been described as James B. Longacres 
interpretation of the Vaticans Apollo Belvedere. Anthony Paquet created the 
reverse of this coin, and its wreath was adapted to the dime and half dime 
beginning in 1860. Coined in copper with a reeded edge, this splendid impression 
is fully struck and possesses exceptionally clean and bright surfaces. Charming 
blushes of iridescent, rainbow colors accent lovely toning of deep chestnut. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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World Coins: Tourist Shop 
Counterfeits 


Posted on 7/16/2013 

Counterfeit coins are found in many tourist shops abroad. Here are some of the 
most popular fakes we've encountered. 

Around the world, many counterfeiters try to fool unsuspecting travelers by selling 
their fakes in tourist shops and through street vendors. In the United States, the 
Hobby Protection Act requires such pieces to be stamped “COPY” but this law 
isn’t global, and unknowing tourists and collectors buy unmarked fakes without 
questioning their authenticity. These pieces often make their way back to the 
United States, and when the owners finally learn that these coins are not genuine 
the losses can be significant. 

The first fake is a One Escudo that would commonly be found in a tourist shop. 
Although similar counterfeits are marked COPY, this one is not. If authentic, this 
coin would have been struck at the Mexico City Mint around 1702-1713 and be 
worth more than $1,000. The coin, however, weighs just 3.24 grams while 
authentic pieces weigh 3.38 grams. More importantly, the coin is not made from 
gold; it is a mixture of primarily copper and lead. Genuine examples are die 
struck, but this coin is cast, as evidenced from the seam around the edge. The 
granularity of the surfaces is also a result of the casting. 








Counterfeit Mexico One Escudo 
Click images to enlarge. 


This next counterfeit is a Netherlands Utrecht 1793 3 Gulden (or 60 Stuiver). An 
authentic piece would weigh 31.8 grams, but this coin weighs only 26.9 grams. It 
is also made of copper and plated with silver; authentic pieces are .920 silver. Its 
complete lack of detail, raised rims and pale gray color are all indications that this 
coin is counterfeit. This type of counterfeit is often seen in flea markets or tourist 
stops in Asia today. 



Counterfeit Netherlands Utrecht 1793 3 Gulden 
Click images to enlarge. 


Chinese coins are often counterfeited for sale to tourists in China. This coin, 
cataloged as Kann-B43, features the bust of Hung Hsien. If genuine, it would date 
from around 1916 and be made of silver. This counterfeit, however, is a mixture of 
base metals with no actual silver content. These counterfeits are quite common. 
On the streets of Hong Kong I have seen similar fakes offered for as high as a 
couple hundred dollars, but occasionally they are sold for just a few dollars. 



Counterfeit China Kann-B43 
Click images to enlarge. 






While larger silver coins have long been a target, small size counterfeits are also 
being produced. This Hong Kong 1868 20 Cents is a new arrival out of Asia. It 
weighs 5 grams, while authentic examples weigh 5.4 grams. This counterfeit is 
made of copper, zinc and magnesium when it should be .800 silver. The coin 
features a mushy or fuzzy looking design where authentic pieces are sharp. I 
have encountered these pieces sold by shops and street vendors in China. 



Counterfeit Hong Kong 1868 20 Cents 
Click images to enlarge. 


These are just a handful of the types of counterfeits frequently encountered in 
tourist shops abroad. Unfortunately, many unsuspecting travelers buy these coins 
as souvenirs. On the positive side, those who are familiar with the genuine coins 
can usually spot these fakes without much difficulty. 
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2013 American Buffalo One- 
ounce Gold Reverse Proof Coin 


Posted on 7/16/2013 

This anniversary edition captures the beauty of coin design and the modernization 
of coin production over the iast 100 years in one magnificent showpiece. 

[Washington, DC] — Save the 

date.The 2013 American Buffalo 

One Ounce Gold Reverse Proof Coin 
will be available August 8th! Originally 
offered in proof quality, this stunning 
reverse proof version was created to 
celebrate the 100 year anniversary of 
James Earle Fraser’s original design. 

Presented in an elegant hardwood box 
with a matte finish, a faux leather inset 
and accompanied by a Certificate of 
Authenticity, this product is minted at 

the United States Mint at West Point. Order window opens August 8th! 

This product will be offered for a four-week window beginning August 8th at 12 
noon (ET) and ending September 5th at 5 p.m. (ET). 

For more information visit the US Mint. 

The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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The 62nd lAPN General 
Assembly 


Posted on 7/16/2013 


The International Association of Professional Numismatists held their annual 
meeting May 23-26 in Leipzig, Germany. 

[Belgium] - The International Association of 
Professional Numismatists (I.A.P.N.) held its 62nd 
General Assembly May 23-26 2013 in Leipzig 
Germany. A total of thirty four of the world’s leading 
numismatic firms met to attend the congress, with an 
additional twenty six firms represented via proxy. 

The I.A.P.N. meets annually to conduct its congress, 
which is held in a different city and country each year as voted on by its members. 
This year the congress was hosted by the German firm Leipziger Munzhandlung. 
The I.A.P.N. would like to extend a special thanks to the Hdhn family - Saskia, 
Christina, and Manfred as well as their staff for a successful and well planned 
congress. The last I.A.P.N. congress held in Germany was in Munich 10 years 
ago and this marks the first congress conducted in Eastern Germany. 

During the welcoming address, outgoing president Eric McFadden, mentioned 
many of the city’s historical sites, including the monument to the Battle of the 
Nation’s (Volkerschlacht in German). The monument was completed in 1913 to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the battle of Leipzig where Napoleon was 
defeated in 1813. The monument to the Battle of the Nations is not an unfamiliar 
site to numismatics as it is the prominent design featured on the 1913 Saxony 
commemorative 3 mark, struck by the Muldenhutten mint. The Battle of Leipzig 
was fought by the armies of Austria, Prussia, Russia and Sweden against the 
army of Napoleon Bonaparte and was the largest battle in Europe prior to World 
War I, involving more than 600,000 troops. 





Among the many topics discussed by the organization were the applications for 
new membership. Of the applicants, two new firms were voted into the I.A.P.N. as 
members. 

As usual, several excellent numismatic publications were submitted for 
consideration for this year’s annual book prize. This year, a total of 15 works were 
submitted for consideration, all of which were voted on by the membership, some 
ranking very closely in the final outcome. In custom with I.A.P.N. tradition, after 
voting the submitted books are donated to an institution or library in the country in 
which the congress is being held. This year’s numismatic works were donated to 
the coin cabinet of the University of Leipzig. The I.A.P.N. would like to recognize 
and thank all of the contributing authors for their hard work in publishing these 
excellent numismatic references. 

To read the full press release or for more information regarding the I.A.P.N. please 
visit their website: www.iapn-coins.org 

The lAPN is a non-profit organization of the leading international numismatic firms 
founded in 1951. It was formed in the aftermath of WW II to help re-establish 
relationships amongst professional numismatists that had been badly frayed 
during years of conflict. The objectives of lAPN are the development of a healthy 
and prosperous numismatic trade conducted according to the highest standards 
of business ethics and commercial practice, the encouragement of scientific 
research and the propagation of numismatics, and the creation of lasting and 
friendly relations amongst professional numismatists around the world. 

The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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Texas and Louisiana Expand 
Sales Tax Exemptions 

Posted by Industry Council for Tangible Assets on 7/16/2013 


Texas and Louisiana have eliminated the $1,000 threshold for rare coins and 
precious metals. 


[Severna Park, MD] — Under the leadership of ICTA (Industry Council for Tangible 
Assets) Board members Mike Fuljenz (Universal Coin & Bullion, Ltd., Beaumont) 
in Texas and Paul Hollis (Paul Hollis Rare Coins, Mandeville) in Louisiana these 
state legislatures recently EXPANDED their sales tax exemptions for rare coins 
and popular precious metals by eliminating the $1,000 threshold. This means that 
ALL future sales of these products will be sales/use tax exempt. 


In Texas, Fuljenz and other ICTA member Texas dealers worked with lobbyist 
Jake Posey to make the case to the Texas state legislature. “ICTA’s support and 
the information supplied were critical to our success,” Fuljenz noted. “The rare 
coin/precious metals community is a chain formed of many links - dealers, 
investors and our national organizations, especially ICTA. To achieve this type of 
success, each link must be strong. If you are a coin dealer and have not joined 
ICTA, now is the time. ICTA is the only organization that represents the rare 
coin/precious metal industry with federal and state legislators.” 

The expansion of the Texas sales tax exemption takes effect October 1,2013, 
and became law with Governor Rick Perry’s signature on June 14, 2013. Fuljenz 
also gave credit to members of the Texas legislature, especially State 
Representative David Simpson, for their understanding of how this expansion of 
the sales tax exemption benefits Texas businesses and citizens of all sizes. 


In Louisiana, the effort took a slightly different track, since coin dealer Paul Hollis 
is a first-term Member of the Louisiana House of Representatives and with the 
support of other Louisiana dealers was able to spearhead and guide the Louisiana 
bill through both houses. “This expansion just makes sense for Louisiana’s 




investors and dealers,” Hollis states, and this was one of the points used for the 
expansion of the sales tax exemption. “The efforts of Mike Fuljenz and other 
Texas dealers and the timing for passage of the Texas exemption expansion really 
helped make our case. ICTA’s Industry Affairs Director Diane Piret was an 
invaluable resource to me and to our lobbyists, Randy & Ryan Haynie. Thanks to 
ICTAs help, we achieved the original sales tax exemption on rare coins and 
precious metals in 1991, and I am hopeful that ICTA representatives will be able 
to attend the bill’s signing ceremony scheduled for later this summer in Baton 
Rouge.” 

Some of the strongest points used in both TX and LA to achieve passage of the 
expansion of the state sales tax exemption are that 1) rare coin/precious metals 
products must be available to consumers as an investment option on a playing 
field level with other investments that are not subject to sales tax; 2) the 
exemption keeps business in-state and attracts coin shows, auctions and other 
events to the state; 3) by keeping more advertising and business in-state, 
consumers can establish relationships with local merchants which offers a level of 
protection not found with out-of-state internet, TV or telephone purchases; and 4) 
it helps smaller savers and investors. 

Both Fuljenz and Hollis emphasize that all dealers and investors must monitor 
their state legislatures for any threats to existing sales tax exemptions on rare 
coins, currency and/or precious metals. “The federal government may grant to the 
states the power to collect sales taxes across state lines on ALL remote sales - 
internet, phone, TV, etc.,” Fuljenz explains. “The governors are clambering for this 
power as they wrestle with state budget deficits. The United States Senate has 
already passed the Marketplace Fairness Act of 2013, and the US House has it 
under consideration as bill HR 684.” 

Currently, 30 states have some form of exemption for coin and precious metals 
products or have no sales tax at all. “All state exemptions may provide some form 
of protection should the interstate taxation legislation be passed by the US 
Congress,” noted Hollis. 

For more information and to learn how you can support ICTAand industry efforts 
to oppose the Marketplace Fairness Act of 2013, contact Eloise Ullman, Executive 
Director at 410-626-7005; eloise.ullman@ictaonline.org or Diane Piret, Industry 
Affairs Director at 504-392-0023; dapiret@aol.com. Or visit ICTAs website 
www.ictaonline.org for a membership application. ICTA was formed in 1983, and 
membership is open to all who have an interest in rare coins, currency, precious 
metals and other collectibles. 



The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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Protecting Your Gold and Your 
Family 


Posted by Universal Coin & Bullion on 7/16/2013 


Owning gold and other valuables comes with great responsibility. Here are some 
common-sense tips for protecting your valuables and family. 


Owning gold is important, but owning gold can come with a big challenge: keeping 
it safe. Criminals love to steal gold. It's a large amount of value in a small, easy-to- 
conceal package. It's relatively hard to trace and easy to sell. 


For maximum protection, store valuables in a bank safe deposit box. I've never 
personally known of anyone losing coins stored in a safe deposit box. But keep 
mum about the bank box, and don't be predictable about visits to the bank. 
Experienced coin dealers know to vary their routine and make bank visits at 
different times and by different routes each time. 

If you live in a hurricane-prone area don't leave valuables in your home where 
looters can get at them in the chaotic aftermath of a storm. Remember the TV 
footage of rampaging looters after Katrina and other hurricanes? Some local 
banks were closed after these monster storms, but within 60 days people were 
able to get to their valuables from their safe deposit boxes. 

Some gold owners mistrust banks and elect to keep their gold close at hand in a 
home safe or buried in the backyard. But be forewarned: many buried tubes leak 
over time, and there are risks with having large amounts of gold around the 
house. In consultation with numerous law enforcement agencies, here are 
common sense ways to protect your valuables, yourself and your family. 

1. Buy a fireproof safe or gun safe. Large safes usually are too heavy for 
thieves to carry easily. 

2. Secure the safe. Bolt it to the floor, hidden in an out-of-the-way location, not 
your master bedroom or master bathroom. That's typically the first place 




thieves look. 

3. Keep mum. Be very guarded about who you tell about your valuables and 
what they're worth. 

4. Don't flaunt. Despite the temptation to show off your hard-won luxuries, 
never leave your valuable guns, coins or jewelry lying about exposed to 
children, maids, workers or even friends. Many a rare coin has ended up 
sold to a gold buyer or even put in a vending machine after it was taken by a 
tempted son, daughter, house-keeper or painter. 

5. Read your homeowner's insurance policy to make sure it covers collectible 
valuables. Make an inventory list with estimated values, and photograph 
your most valuable coins, guns and accessories for insurance purposes, 
then keep the list and photos in a secure place. 

6. Know your neighbors. Watch out for each other and report any suspicious 
activity in the neighborhood. 

7. Make it look like you're always home. Cut off mail and newspaper delivery. 
Hire someone or enlist a willing neighbor to clear snow from your sidewalks, 
mow your lawn, move your parked vehicles periodically, and remove 
advertising fliers hung on your front door knob or gate. Leave on a TV, 
stereo or radio with the volume loud enough to be heard from outside. Install 
timing or remote systems on several lamps near windows visible to the 
street so that lights come on and turn off unpredictably as though someone 
is home. 

8. Never announce on Facebook, Twitter or any other public forum that you're 
going away. Social media is happy hunting grounds for thieves. 

9. Destroy evidence of expensive new toys. Use an opaque garbage bag to 
conceal the box for that new super big screen high-definition cable-ready 
Blu-Ray TV set you bought. Empty boxes in plain sight could extend an 
invitation to burglars who will be on the lookout for other valuables in your 
home. 

10. Always keep your house locked. Put dead-bolts on doors and keep them 
locked and secure window air conditioning units. 

11. Install a very loud, monitored home security alarm. The alarm noise startles 
intruders and makes them anxious to get away before police arrive. Post the 
sign provided by the alarm company in a highly-visible place. Lock your 
outside breaker box or electrical panel to reduce the ease of thieves 
disarming burglar alarms and phone systems. 

12. Turn on the lights! Well-lit grounds are less likely to be random targets and 
motion-activated lights leave few, undetected hiding places for thieves. 

13. Get a dog that sounds ferocious, even if it isn't really. Even a cute, yapping 
"squeaky-toy sized" dog may serve as an alert that strangers are present. 



The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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Eric P. Newman Auction Part II 
Set for November in New York 
City 

Posted on 7/16/2013 


The second eagerly anticipated offering of numismatic rarities from Newman's 
legendary collection will be on the auction block Nov. 15 and 16. 

[DALLAS, TX] - Heritage Auctions has designated the week of 
Nov. 11-16, 2013, as "Newman Week in New York City" to honor 
the legacy of esteemed numismatic researcher, author and 
collector Eric P. Newman, culminating on the evenings of Nov. 

15 and 16 with the second eagerly anticipated offering of 
numismatic rarities from Newman's legendary collection. Most of these 
outstanding historic coins have been off the market for a half century or more. 

The "Selections from The Eric P. Newman Collection Part M" auction will be 
conducted by Heritage, live and online, at the Fletcher-Sinclair Mansion (2 E. 79th 
Street, at 5th Avenue) in New York City, Nov. 15 and 16, 2013. Lot viewing of the 
collection will take place from Monday, Nov. 11 to Thursday, Nov. 14, at Heritage's 
445 Park Avenue offices, on the 15th floor. 

"Part I this past April brought more than $4 million in winning bids for 159 pattern 
coins from Newman's remarkable collection," said Jim Halperin, Co-Chairman of 
Heritage Auctions. "Part II this fall will feature more than 1,800 early American and 
19th century U.S. coins with an estimated combined value of $15 million or more." 

The auction will include a broad selection of U.S. quarters, half-dollars and silver 
dollars, as well as high-grade two-cent and three-cent pieces, nickels, dimes and 
twenty-cent pieces. 

"Many of these historic treasures have been in Newman's possession since he 





obtained them directly from the estate of another legendary collector, Colonel 
E.H.R. Green, more than 70 years ago," said Halperin. 

Specific information about the coins to be offered in Part II will be announced by 
Heritage in the coming months. 

Newman, 102, is a retired St. Louis lawyer and business executive who is well- 
known in numismatics as a collector, researcher and award-winning author. He 
began collecting at the age of seven, and today is the only surviving person to 
ever own all five of the fabled 1913 Liberty Head nickels. 

EPNNES Foundation Statement 

Items being sold are from the extensive collection of Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society (a Missouri not-for-profit corporation) and have been 
assembled over a period of 90 years. Proceeds of the sale of all items will be 
used exclusively for supplementing the Society’s museum operations and 
scholarly research efforts and for the benefit of other not-for-profit institutions 
selected by Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society for public purposes. 

The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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